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Laura Fortino - a freshman phenom - is "part of Cornell hockey lore." Big Red won the Ivy League Championship (the first time since 1996), the Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) regular season title (first time in Cornell hockey history) and the ECAC Hockey Tournament Trophy. Add entry into the 'Big Dance' - the Frozen Four- college hockey's equivalent of the NCAA basketball Final Four frenzy - by upsetting heavily favoured Harvard 6-2 in NCAA quarter-final action.
"Laura has been such an unbelievable addition to our team," said Doug Derraugh, head coach of the Cornell University women's hockey team.
'Unbelievable' indeed. The Bishop Tonnos (BT) Catholic Seconday School graduate was named a First Team All-American this past weekend. And for good reason. The phenomenal freshman ranked first in the NCAA D1 in scoring rookie defencemen, second in the nation among all defencemen in points per game, and tied for fourth in scoring among all rookies. 
The 19 year old Nutritional Science major was also named to the Ivy League First Team, Ivy League All-Rookie Team, and All-ECAC First Team. Add nominee for the most prestigious individual prize in women's hockey – the Patty Kazmaier trophy – the female equivalent of the NCAA men's hockey Hobey Baker Award won by such notable NHL'ers as Ryan Miller, Paul Kariya, Brendan Morrison, and Chris Drury.
"Although Laura is just a freshman she does not play like a freshman, " said Derraugh. "She has confidence and poise on the ice. She deserves any recognition she gets regardless of being a freshman."
Neither Diane Boles, Fortino's Stoney Creek Junior Sabres Club coach nor McMaster alum, Margot Page, coach of Canada's U-22 gold medal Women's National Team was surprised at the success the remarkable rookie had in her initial NCAA season. 
Said Boles, "I am not at all surprised by Tino's success. She's highly motivated, highly skilled and has such a passion for success in all areas of her life."
Added Page, "I'm not surprised at all. Laura is a very determined and focused student-athlete. She has been an impact at every level she has played at. She is reliable on both sides of the puck. Her passion for the game is contagious. She has such a great spirit."
Derraugh loves his freshman's fire. "Laura is a high energy person. She is a fierce competitor who makes everyone around her better. She has been great at both ends of the ice for us."
The former BT Athlete of the Year credits Diane Boles "as a major part in my success. Diane helped me mature so much as a player on the ice and especially off the ice. She always pushed me out of my comfort zone. (But, more importantly) she is such a caring person. Diane continues to keep tabs on me and that's what I love about her!"
The U-22 world champion gold medalist had high praise for national team coach Margot Page, too. "Coach Page is very competitive and loves to win. Her energy and enthusiasm rubbed off. I was happy to have the opportunity to play for her."
And thanks to Coach Derraugh the transition from high school/club to NCAA play was smooth for the rookie. ''It was a pretty big step, especially trying to balance an Ivy League academic schedule and hockey schedule but, thanks to Coach (Derraugh) I am handling it quite well. He is a coach that goes above and beyond."
Big Red's Cinderella season continued in Frozen Four semi-final action this weekend defeating the nation's number one ranked Mercyhurst College Lakers 3-2 in overtime however, Cinderella didn't get the glass slipper. The Cornellians lost a 3-2 heartbreaker in triple overtime to University of Minnesota Duluth. 
Coach Derraugh told his kids after the loss, "In my heart, you are champions." And indeed they are.
